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Overview 

•  What Kinds Of Challenges Is New Mexico Facing? 

•  How Is New Mexico Responding To Those Challenges? 

•  Why Alternative Licensure Is Important. 

•  The Challenges and Opportunities Ahead. 

•  What Lessons Have We Learned? 
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Quality Counts: 2007 Chance For Success 
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Virginia Total Index +22 

New Mexico Total Index -22 



Grades From Quality Counts 1997-2009 
Measure 1997 2000 2003 2006 2008 2009 

Overall Grade B C C+ 

Chances For Success D+ D+ 

K-12 Achievement D- D- 

Standards, Assessment, and 
Accountability A A B A A- A- 

The Teaching Profession C- D C- B C+ C+ 

Transitions and Alignment  B- A 

School Finance C C 

School Climate D+ D+ C C  

Resources: Adequacy of 
Funding B C C 

Resources: Allocation of 
Funding B- D- 

Resources: Equity of 
Funding C- C B B+ 
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New Mexico’s 4th Grade Students Scoring  
At Or Above Proficient In Math  
Compared To The Top State & Nation (NAEP 1992 To 2007) 
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Source: Measuring Up 
2008: The National Report 
Card on Higher Education 
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Source: Measuring Up 
2008: The National Report 
Card on Higher Education 
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Source: Measuring Up 
2008: The National Report 
Card on Higher Education 



Percent of the population with a two-year   
or four-year college degree, ages 25-34 
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How Many Students Who Enter Public High School As Sixth-Graders 
End Up Seven Years Later Ready For College?(Numbers of students who 
entered 6th grade in 2001-02 and entered college in fall of 2008) 

Note: Data includes charter schools and alternative schools 
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Percent of New Mexico Public High School Graduates Who Took Remedial 
Classes In Math And/Or Reading In New Mexico Colleges: 2000-2008 

Note: Data does not include charter schools or alternative schools 



How Is New Mexico Responding To Those 
Challenges? 
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The Governor and Legislature Have Developed A PreK-20 
Education System Focusing On Student Support & 
Success 

Ensure 
That 

Young 
Children 

Are Ready 
For School 

Ensure That 
Children Are 
Healthy And 
Families Are 
Supported 

Support 
Parental And 
Community 
Involvement 
In Schools 

Increase The 
Academic 

Achievement 
Level Of All 

Students 

Close The 
Achievement 

Gap By 
Helping The 
Students and 
Schools That 

Need The 
Most 

Support 
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New Mexico’s PreK-20 Education System For Student 
Support & Success (continued) 

Ensure 
That All 
Students 

Are Taught 
By 

Competent 
Teachers In 
Schools Led 
By Effective 
Principals 

Ensure 
That All 
Students 
Graduate 

From High 
School 

Ready For 
College and 

Careers 

Ensure That 
All Students 

Have The 
Opportunity 

And 
Financial 

Support To 
Attend 
Higher 

Education 

Increase 
Higher 

Education 
Program 

Completion 
and 

Graduation 

Ensure That 
Sustainable 

Career 
Opportunities 

And Viable 
Communities 

Exist For 
Graduates 
From The 

P-20 System 
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New Mexico’s PreK-20 Educational System Also Focuses 
On Essential Conditions 

Ensure That 
Public School 
Systems  Are 

Governed Fairly 
And Effectively 

Ensure That 
Schools Are 

Funded 
Equitably And 

Adequately 

Ensure That All 
Students Attend 

Schools That 
Are Safe, 

Adequate, Well 
Maintained And 
Equipped With 

Current 
Technology 

Develop An 
Effective 

Accountability 
System To 

Monitor Student 
Progress From 
Pre-school To 

Higher 
Education And 

Careers 
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Why Alternative Licensure Is Important 
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1.  Policy Lever To Change Our Thinking And Our  Practice 

2.  One Way To Address The Teacher Shortage 

3.  Enables New Mexico To Make Changes In The Future 
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Alternative Licensure Candidates 
  A candidate enrolled in an alternative licensure 

program may begin teaching  under an internship 
license if he/she holds a bachelor’s degree in a content 
area that is taught in elementary of secondary schools. 

  Interns in these programs are considered “highly 
qualified under NCLB. 

  Approximately 900 new teachers are enrolled annually 
in alternative licensure paths. 
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ALTERNATIVE LICENSURE 
  In 2000 there were seven “standard” teacher 

preparation programs in New Mexico: 
  Eastern New Mexico University 
  New Mexico Highlands University 
  New Mexico State University 
  University of New Mexico 
  Western New Mexico University 
  College of Santa Fe 
  College of the Southwest 
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Alternative  Teacher Licensure Programs 

  In 2009 there are sixteen teacher preparation 
programs in New Mexico. The new ones are: 
  Central New Mexico College (TVI) 
  Clovis Community College 
  New Mexico Tech 
  Northern New Mexico College 
  Santa Fe Community College 
  San Juan College 
  University of Phoenix 
  Wayland Baptist University 
  Transition to Teaching 
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New Mexico Has Increased the Number of Teachers 
Note: Legal definition of “teacher” changed in 2005 

Actual growth from 04-05 to 05-06 was about 350 teachers statewide. 
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The Percentage of  Teachers At  
Levels Intern, 1, 2, and 3-A Statewide 08-09 

(FTE=23,712) 



The Challenges And Opportunities Ahead 
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The Critical Role Of Alternative Licensure 

Assurances Standards & 
Assessments Data Systems 

Great Teachers 
& Great 
Leaders 

Struggling 
Schools 

State Reform 
Conditions 
(What Has The 
State Done?) 

Work with states 
to develop 
rigorous college 
and career ready 
standards  

Development of 
a longitudinal 
data system that 
informs 
instruction and 
policy 

There are 
alternative 
routes to teacher 
and principal 
certification 

Legal authority 
to intervene in 
low-performing 
schools 

State Reform 
Plans (What 
Will The State 
Do?) 

High-quality 
plan to 
implement 
standards and 
assessments 

Make data 
available to key 
stakeholders and 
use data to 
improve 
instruction 

Use student 
achievement 
data to identify 
and support 
effective 
teachers, 
principals and 
programs 

Effective plans 
to intervene in 
struggling 
schools 
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Race To The Top Priorities 
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Race To The Top Priorities 
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Race To The Top Priorities 



What Lessons Have We Learned? 
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In Summary,  
We Need All The Help We Can Get In 

Addressing The Challenges And Taking 
Advantage Of The Opportunities We Face In 

2009. 

The Work You Are Doing Is Critical To Our 
Efforts 
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